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Ancient Buddhist monastery

found in Jharkhand

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASl) has
unearthed a Buddhist monastery, believed to be at
least 900 years old, buried under a mound in a
village situated in a hilly area of Hazaribagh district
of Jnarkhand. The finding comes two months after
discovery of an ancient Buddhist shrine, buried under
a similar mound, barely 100 metres away. Over the
past four days, an team from the Patna branch of
ASl has excavated 10 stone statues of deity Tara
and the Buddha in Burhani village near Juljul Pahar
of Sitagarhi Hills, around 12 km from district head-
quarters Hazaribagh. On Thursday, they found a
sculpture which appears to be that of Shaivite deity
Maheswari - with a coiled crown and chakra - in-
dicating cultural assimilation in the area, said ASI
officials. Archaeologists said the findings were sig-
nificant since the monastery is on the old route to
Varanasi, 10 km from Sarnath, where the Buddha
gave his first sermon. They said the presence of
statues of deity Tara shows possible proliferation of
Vajrayana form of Buddhism in this region.

Assistant Archeologist Nirgy Kumar Mishra - of
Excavator Branch 111, Patna, ASl - said in Decem-
ber last year they found a Buddhist shrine with three
rooms near an agricultural land on the eastern side
of Juljul Pahar. He said the central shrine had Tara's
statue and two subsidiary shrines had the Buddha's.
"Earlier, the context was not clear,” he said, adding
that their focus then moved to the second mound
and excavation was started on January 31.

"We concentrated on a mound near Juljul Pahar
foothills where we found remnants of a Buddhist
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monastery-cum-shrine where there are rooms at the
sides and an open courtyard,” said Mishra. "We
found four statues of deity Tara in Varad Mudra
[gesture of hand showing dispensing of boons] and
Six statues of the Buddha in Bhumisparsa Mudra
[gesture of hand showing five fingers of right hand
towards the earth symbolising the Buddha's enlight-
enment]. So it isasignificant finding as deity Tara's
statues means this was an important centre of
Vajrayana sect of Buddhism." Vgjrayana is a form
of Tantric Buddhism, which flourished in Indiafrom
6th to 11th century. Mishrasaid the ASl has not yet
done scientific dating of the structures, but it rep-
resents Pala period based on earlier findings. "Last
year, during excavation we found a script of four-
five words and sent it to ASI Mysore for Paleo-
graphic dating for historical manuscripts. They said
it was a Nagri script and they dated it between 10th
century AD to 12th century AD. Nagri isaprevious
version of Devnagri script and the words indicate
Buddhist religious affiliation. Thistime also we have
got Nagri script on a Tara statue.”

AS| Patna Superintending Archaeol ogist Rgjendra
Dehuri said: "This is a significant finding in terms
of spread of Buddhism in Jharkhand. However, it is
also a matter of research and further findings."

Report by : Abhishek Angad
The Indian Express
Ranchi, 26.02.2021
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Buddhist Conclave organized by
International Buddhist Confederation

International Buddhist Confederation (IBC) in collabora-
tion with Mahabodhi Society of India and Attodeep organized
"Eastern India Buddhist Conclave" on 1-2 March 2021 at
Kolkata.

IBC isaBuddhist globa body having its members spread
over in thirty nine (39) countries and three hundred twenty
(320) organizations. The Confederation is actively working on
preservation of Buddhist tangible and intangible heritage in
India. It in collaboration of its member bodies also organize
various programmes for the prevalence of Buddha Sasana

Thetwo (2) day's conclave had following four (4) sessions
apart from the Inaugural session :

e |dentification and preservation of Buddhist Heritage sites
in West Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand.
e Issues and challenges before the Sangha and Buddhist

Communities in West Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand.

e Collective Celebration of Buddhist events.
e Establishing a network of Buddhist Organizations in West

Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand.

The programme was initiated by the welcome address of
Ven. Dr. Dhammapriya, Secretary General, IBC followed by
the inaugural address by Ven. Bimal Tisya Bhikkhu, Founder,
Bodhichariya School.

The sessions were Chaired/Co-Chaired by eminent Monks
and Buddhist Scholars including Ven. P.Seewali Thero, Gen-
eral Secretary, Mahabodhi Society of India, Ven. Dr.
Nandobhatha, Founder, Bodhi Sukha School , Sri Shakti Sinha,
Director General, IBC, Mr. Hemendu Bikash Chowdhury,
President, The Bengal Buddhist Association, Ven. Dr.
Dhammapriya, Dr. Kachayan Bhikkhu, President, Gyanaberia
Buddhist Sangha.

In these sessions twelve (12) eminent speakers presented
their valued deliberation on various aspects. Some of the
known speakers were Dr. U. N. Biswas, Rtd. IPS & Former
Cabinet Minister, Govt. of West Bengal, Ven. Ananda Bhikkhu,
Founder, Anada Mitra International Meditation Centre, North
Bengal ,Sri Asis Barua, Secretary, Garia Bauddha Sanskriti
Samsad, Advt. Dipak Kumar Barua, Generd Secretary, Bauddha
Dharmankur Sabha, Sri Bijoy Barua, BaudhaKayan Parisebha,
Jalpaiguri, and Dr. Sujit Kumar Barua, General Secretary, All
India Federation of Bengali Buddhists.

Ana-Pan meditation was conducted during beginning of
every session by Ven. Buddharakshita Mahasthavir, Bhikkhu-
in-Charge, Vidarshan Shiksha Kendra.

About one hundred fifty (150) dignitaries from different
parts of West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand, Bihar and New Del hi
participated in this Conclave. Dr. Brahmanda Pratap Barua,
President, All India Federation of Bengali Buddhists and Smt.
Kagari Barua, Secretary, Benga Buddhist Womens Forum
were also invited in this programme as dignitaries.

At the concluding session Dr. Dhammapriya stated that in
the coming days IBC will work with thelocal organizationsfor
the propagation of Buddha's Teachings and also to address
various hardships faced by the Sangha member and laities.
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